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established in April 2002 to support the research and educational activities of Kyoto University’s 
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies. “Sansai” refers to the traditional East Asian triad of 
heaven, earth and humanity that embraces the phenomenal world. “Gakurin” means a grove of scholars. 
Sansai Gakurin proposes, through research and learning, to foster the ideal of a global civilisation 
based upon the premises of environmental stability and life-fulfilment for all creatures. Sansai provides 
an international intellectual forum for Japanese and overseas environmental specialists working in 
the sciences, humanities, industry, governmental and non-governmental organisations. The journal 
is written in easily accessible English and aims to transcend the linguistic barriers that exist between 
disciplines and nations: barriers that impede the development of truly global environmental studies.
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When the waters receded after the tsunami triggered by the Great East Japan Earthquake, they 
took with them not only the lives of thousands but – in the wake of the subsequent meltdown at 
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant – the sense of security of millions. Japan is still struggling 
to square its social, financial and climate-change obligations as it tries to rebuild, reboot the 
economy and – above all – reassess its energy strategy. Setsuden (saving electricity) continues 
to define the national mood, with the government pressing citizens to take the stairs and set 
their air conditioners to 28°C in the summer and heating thermostats to 21°C in the winter. 
More than a year and a half after the triple disaster of 2011, the lights stay low in Japan.
Here at the Tachibana Kaikan – the graceful 100-year-old former home of Kyoto 
University’s presidents, which now houses Sansai Gakurin, a research and educational 
institution affiliated to the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES) 
– efforts to cut costs and energy use across the campus have effected some not-so-subtle 
changes. One hot summer’s day in July last year, the pond was emptied of water. The motor 
that fed the pond with water was powered by electricity and, in those first days of setsuden, 
it was deemed a luxury the university could no longer afford. The effects were almost 
instantaneous. Once the pond-life disappeared, the birds stopped visiting and the garden fell 
silent. Water-loving irises died back and mosquitoes bred in the stagnant water that collected 
in the hollows of the drained pond bed. 
The winter arrived without the garden receiving its annual haircut. No trimming of 
the pine trees, no cutting of the grass, felling of rotten wood or pruning new growth. When 
renowned eco philosopher Satish Kumar visited the Gakurin in February this year, I blushed 
with embarrassment when I showed him the unkempt wilderness that nudged ever closer to the 
house. He smiled and praised the beauty of a garden returning to its natural state. 
This changed my perception of the garden. Working late one summer night, I heard a 
loud rustling next to the engawa (wooden veranda). Peering into the dark, I spied a tanuki 
(badger raccoon) lapping water from the hollow of a large stone less than a metre from where 
I stood. The animal and I enjoyed the relative cool of the evening air for 10 minutes before he 
moved on. Other visitors to the garden include feral cats and even an elusive pheasant. The 
garden has embraced its new incarnation, the 300-year-old trees blazing with autumn colour, 
unperturbed by the changes that have taken place beneath their branches. 
This vivid reminder of nature’s resilience offers hope at a time when people across Japan 
are struggling to rebuild, heal and adapt. Such hope is expressed exquisitely by Satish Kumar, 
whose message of sustainability for all plants, creatures and humans opens this issue of 
Sansai. There is also a sense of hope in the contributions of Atsushi Nakao, Shinya Funakawa, 
Hirofumi Tsukada, Takashi Kosaki, Junji Miyakoshi and Satoshi Konishi, scientists who 
address the threat to our ecosystems posed by nuclear and electromagnetic pollution and who 
also consider the potential extinction of our species. Hope can also be found in both old and 
vi
new solutions to our societal and environmental problems – whether in the religious world 
view put forward by Yoichi Kaji or in the sustainability metrics presented by Ben McClellan, 
Andrew Dicks and João Carlos Diniz da Costa. Finally, hope is expressed by the younger 
generation. Three young authors, Akiko Iizuka, Tran Thanh Duc and Nguyen Ngoc Tung, 
who all recently acquired PhDs from GSGES for research carried out in collaboration with 
professors from Kyoto University and Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry, Vietnam, 
show their passionate commitment to the vulnerable by working to combat natural disasters 
and cultural loss in Vietnam. The combined contribution of these diverse authors brings us 
the hope of an active, united and communicative academic community that is eager to reach 
across academic disciplines and national boundaries to engage with scholars and readers 
the world over. 
Personally, I’ve been inspired by the arrival two new editors. Jane Singer and Andrew 
Hillier have joined Sansai’s editorial staff and are welcome allies at a time when Sansai 
Gakurin and Sansai are still missing the influence of their illustrious founder, Toshio 
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and director of the library at Shiga University. Together, Sansai’s editors and authors welcome 
you to this platform for change. We invite you to consider our ideas and to share your visions 

















endnotes. Manuscripts should be arranged in the 
following order:
1. A title page, including the title, the first and 
last names of authors and their affiliations, 
any sources of support in the form of funding 
or grants, a list of up to five keywords or key 
concepts for the reader’s reference and an 
abstract of no more than 250 words. Please 
note that in cases where the title is long, 
a short title for running heads of up to 30 
characters (including spaces) will be required.
2. The main body of the text. 
3. Appendices (where applicable).
4. Acknowledgements (where applicable).
5. Notes (where applicable).
6. References.
7. Tables and figures.
A biographical description of each author of no 
more than 150 words will be requested when the 
final manuscript is accepted for publication. 
References
All publications cited in the text should be 
presented in a list of references following 
the body of the manuscript. Whenever a 
reference text is cited in the main text, the 
author(s) and year of publication should 
be given in parenthesis in the style of the 
‘author/date’ reference system (e.g. “Since 
Yoshino (1986: 61) states that…” or “Results 
shown in recent studies (Kobayashi and 
Oshima 1991) support this hypothesis…”). 
Where three or more authors exist for 
any given reference, use the first author 
followed by “et al.” in the text but spell out 
each author’s full name or surname and 
initials in the reference list given at the 
end of the text. The letters “a”, “b”, “c” etc. 
should be affixed in the case where two or 
more works by one author in the same year 
are cited in the text, e.g. (Alfonze 1999a). 
Refe re nce  e n t r ie s  shou ld  be  l i s t e d  i n 




Sansai publishes original research papers not 
normally exceeding 10,000 words, inclusive 
of notes and references, on any branch of 
global environmental studies. The journal also 
welcomes the submission of project reports, 
research notes, shor ter essays int roducing 
research perspectives, letters to the editors and 
book reviews. All submissions should be written 
in a way that is accessible to a broad readership. 
Authors should submit one copy of the printed 
manuscript plus one digital copy as an email 
attachment. Authors should ensure that the 
digital version corresponds exactly to the hard 
copy. Manuscripts should be submitted to: 
The editors, Sansai, Sansai Gakurin, Graduate 
School of Global Environmental Studies, 




The submission of a paper to Sansai’s full 
paper, project report or perspectives sections 
implies that it has not been published previously 
and is not under consideration for publication 
elsewhere. Manuscripts under consideration for 
publication in these sections will be reviewed by 
at least two reviewers, chosen by the editorial 
board of Sansai. Authors may be requested 
to revise conditionally accepted manuscripts 
within eight weeks of the receipt of reviews. The 
final decision to approve or reject manuscripts 
for publication will be made by the editorial 
board of Sansai. 
Manuscript preparation and layout
Manuscripts should be written in English and 
double spaced on A4 paper. Authors may use 
British or American spelling as long as their use 
is consistent. Contributors for whom English 
is a second language are encouraged to have 
their papers read by a native English speaker to 
avoid ambiguity of meaning. Notes should be 
identified with superscript Arabic numerals and 
used sparingly. All notes will be reproduced as 
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Illustrations
Tables and f igures should be submitted on 
separate sheets after the main body of the text. 
Each table or figure used should be numbered 
consecutively in the order of its appearance in the 
text and given a caption. Captions should appear 
above tables and below figures. Each table or 
figure used should be referred to in the text and 
its desired position indicated in the margin of the 
hard-copy manuscript submitted for review.
Please note that all tables should be simple 
to read and explained within the text. All 
illustrations, such as photographs, charts and 
diagrams, should be referred to as “Figure(s)” 
and be provided ready for reproduction. Digital 
images must be supplied as separate tiff or jpeg 
files and not embedded in the text file. Images 
must have a resolution of at least 300 dpi at 
140 mm wide. Authors should note that black-
and-white figures and graphs are preferable to 
colour ones. 
Proofs
Liaison with authors over editorial revisions 
to their papers will be completed before the 
proofs are made up. After the proofs have been 
prepared, one set will be sent to the author(s) for 
final approval. These should be checked by the 
author(s) and returned by the date indicated. The 
costs involved in making alterations at this stage 
are substantial so authors should restrict their 
amendments to correcting typesetting errors. 
Please note that where proofs are not received 
from the author(s) in time, the editors’ own 
corrected proofs will be sent to the printer. 
Copies
Three copies of the journal and a limited number 
of offprints of individual articles will be supplied 
to contributing authors free of charge.
Copyright
The copyright and ownership of work published 
in Sansai  remains with the author on the 
understanding that any author seeking to re-use 
work originally published in Sansai appends 
a formal acknowledgement to the revised 
or republished ar ticle recognising its prior 
appearance in Sansai. All authors published in 
Sansai are invited to give their consent to the 
inclusion of their articles in an online version of 
Sansai stored in the Kyoto University Research 
Information Repository (http://repository.kulib.
kyoto-u.ac.jp/dspace/bulletin/sansai). Authors 
who do not wish their articles to appear online 
are entitled to withhold their consent. They 
should make their wishes clear when their article 
is accepted for publication in the hard-copy 
version of Sansai.
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